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INTERNATIONAL THANK A VOLUNTEER DAY 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.15 am]: Tomorrow is International 
Thank a Volunteer Day—an important event, with people around the world taking the time to celebrate and 
acknowledge the critical role that volunteers play in our community. In Western Australia we also take this 
opportunity to thank our volunteers, and while my esteemed colleague the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 
will be praising the efforts of all Western Australian volunteers, I would like to take this opportunity to pay 
tribute to those volunteers who serve the community during emergencies such as fires, cyclones and severe 
storms.  

The Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia provides coordination and support to more 
than 30 000 volunteers—men and women to whom I would like to pay tribute to today. What is really special 
about our emergency services volunteers is that they put the interests of the community ahead of their own 
pursuits, and remain dedicated to achieving our shared vision of a safer community. Over the years these 
volunteers have made themselves available around the clock to help those in need when disaster strikes. Whether 
by responding to emergencies or by encouraging preventive action from various hazards, they have saved lives 
and they have changed lives. By accepting this role, they have forgone their work, family and social lives to 
attend training sessions and emergency accidents. Behind each of these volunteers are thousands of family 
members, friends and employers who support them and, in doing so, also contribute to the provision of 
emergency services to the Western Australian community. We all know that the calls for help do not always 
come at an appropriate time. They come in the middle of dinner, during children’s sporting events, during 
holiday periods and work hours, and at any time of the day or night. The families and friends who pick up the 
load to support our volunteers also deserve our thanks. I also need to include the employers, including the self-
employed, who release volunteers from their paid work, thereby making them available to fight a fire, attend an 
accident scene or undertake a search on land or at sea for a person who is lost.  

Acknowledgment of and recognition for everyone involved in volunteering is important, especially as it is 
getting harder to find people willing and able to sacrifice their time and energy for the good of others. 
Thankfully, time does not change the spirit of volunteerism. That is why our community is especially grateful. 
Again, as my colleague the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering will be acknowledging, in Western Australia 
there are an estimated 541 000 volunteers from all walks of life who donate their time and energy to make our 
state a better place in which to live. I am sure that I speak for everyone in the chamber, and the entire Western 
Australian community, as I offer a very special thank you to our volunteers.  
 


